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WAKE THE FUCK UP! Resist the liberal constructs of 
‘dignity’, ‘respectability’, ‘the good human being’, ‘the 
moral subject’, and the general framework of human 
rights as requirements for the advancement of civil 
liberties. We demand a revolutionary politic that would 
fundamentally transform the system. We no longer want 
to beg for inclusion and accommodation. FUCK THEIR 
TOLERANCE!

WAKE UP! Modern societies are founded upon a 
scapegoat mechanism and we are unwittingly cultivating 
ourselves as lambs for slaughter. We are and have 
always been the enemy! The pariahs! The outcasts! Don’t 
think for a second we won’t be targeted again when the 
shit hits the fan! OUR LIVES ARE NOT DISPOSABLE!

WAKE UP! We must acknowledge the failure of marriage 
equality as a symbol of equality. Its placement at the 
centre of LGBTQI political struggles – primarily by 
white, affluent gay men – has drained resources and 
distracted from more important intersectional issues 
and inequalities in our communities. It obfuscates a 
system that continues to embolden discrimination and 
encourage segregation. FIGHT BACK!

WAKE UP! We are being instrumentalised! Multinational 
bodies of governance would prefer to use us and our 
notional ‘rights’ to further their own political and 
social agendas. They use ‘tolerance’ as camouflage for 
their racist and nativist pink-washing in order to push 
imperialism and colonialism. DON’T PLAY IN!

WAKE UP! We can’t let straight society appropriate our 
language, artistry, physicality, bodies, and culture to 
profit and buttress their own communities. We cannot 
let pop culture instrumentalise queer culture to hawk 
products and perpetuate economies of consumption. 
Corporate sponsorships and partnerships are 
the anathema of queer politics: they are parasitic 
relationships designed to flourish off of our labour and 
desires. REFUSE! RESIST! RISE UP!

WAKE UP! 
We demand multi-faceted and nuanced self-
representation!
We demand access to the meritocracy, not simply 
representative tokenism!
We demand a vibrant, separate culture that is not 
reproducing archaic norms of social acceptability!
We demand a gay agenda that rejects patriarchal 
segregation and uncritical inclusion!
We demand reparative justice for the victims of hate 
crimes!
We demand a culture and political system that values 
critical difference!
We reject the tyranny of the legal framework as the 
constitutive centre of gay visibility!
We reject stigmas around diseases associated with HIV/
AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases!
We reject the inclusion of gays in the military as a 
symbol of social acceptance!
We reject the reductive narratives of violence and 
trauma associated with sexual and gender difference!
We reject the glorification of gay and lesbian individuals 
as minstrels and entertainers!
We reject that you use our sex workers, but don’t care to 
protect them!
We refuse the gift of bourgeois privileges associated 
with marriage and adoption!
We refuse marriage tax laws as a way to confine us!
We refuse to practice sex in socially sanctioned spaces!
We refuse to be a sexual and social example of 
irresponsibility! 
We refuse to give heterosexuals praise for portraying 
our struggles!
We refuse differentiated friendship!
We refuse to be rewarded for ‘coming out’!
We refuse to wait until ‘it gets better’!
We won’t barter our allies, sexual practices, and social 
spaces for the illusion of protection!
 

Why PrEP?

Because AIDS is not over

Because AIDS is a crisis erroneously perceived as ‘controlled’ in the developed world

Because AIDS has redefined the boundaries between class and race, rich and poor, white and brown 

Because AIDS has redefined the boundaries between north and south, urban and rural, healthy and ill

Because the PrEP regime has significantly impacted the political, social, and cultural bedrock of HIV/AIDS 

Because AIDS and PrEP treatments have engendered pharmaceutical greed in the form of access to treatment

Because PrEP is a deal with the devil of capitalism and the devil likes to barter with the privileged and affluent first

Because the price of PrEP is not dictated by the people most affected by the disease

Because the ability to end an epidemic that decimated a generation has existed but has been consciously withheld 

Because it is inhumane to kill for profit  

Because PrEP is the product of the years of labour of AIDS activism 

Because PrEP embodies at once the liberatory sexual ethos of the pre-AIDS crisis while retaining HIV/AIDS stigmatisation 

of the 80s, 90s and 2000s

Because of how PrEP is situated in regards to the criminalisation of HIV status non-disclosure

Because PrEP may reiterate the stigmatisation of disability

Because PrEP has taken the anxiety of death and mortality out of some of our sex lives

Because PrEP is the saviour of the cocksucker

Because AIDS discourses has shaped the ethics of sexuality 

Because PrEP is the bridge between the serodiscordant, the infected and the uninfected, the positive and the negative

Because PrEP gave us negative statuses, and AIDS medications gave us viral load undetectability 

Because gay desire shouldn’t be confined by moralism, religion, stigma, and shame

Because we should fuck whoever and however many people we want

Because we want to bareback and get loaded, seeded, and bred without being shamed

Because our desire is the backbone of our communities

Because PrEP has changed digital cruising culture

Because PrEP has altered the representation of sexual identities 

Because PrEP has shifted the negotiation of sexual encounters

Because PrEP has affected the disclosure of status 

Because PrEP has influenced practices of consent

Because PrEP has changed gay porn and the sex industry

Because PrEP regimes have made permissive what was once considered ‘transgressive’ 

Because PrEP protects sex workers

Because PrEP isn’t just a men’s issue 

Because AIDS and PrEP form and dissolve communities at an equal rate 

Because PrEP continues to be constrained by the social politics of inequality

Because we refuse the hierarchy of health crises 

Because there is no such thing as a health crisis that is bigger or lesser or more or less important 

Because PrEP has been hailed as a victory for the assumed ‘end’ of the AIDS epidemic 

Because we are the survivors and the inheritors of a plague that has killed millions
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